Programming,
Activities, &
Services

Vernon Climate Engagement Centre (CEC)

Research Project

= W
=y B
-

B
l.l.h
. L -l-‘/
TR
7

N
A -~
- ‘/’ {
\ e —
o 4
/ 3

/"‘,l AET

33
|
> o
4 1\
2 -8
‘i e S
~ 3 )>‘
- x
[53) "/‘«)
=

e ———
( .‘.. -
-~ Ave— NN
Al ‘ Y
§ ' ;
"4

.l
R
ey ) -

The Vernon CEC research team | Poster presented April 8 and 14, 2026, in Kelowna and Vancouver, BC.
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The Vernon Climate Engagement Centre (CEC) The CEC will aim to:
project began in Sept, 2025 as a partnership of
community climate groups and UBC faculty and
students, with support from City of Vernon
Climate Department staff. Our pilot project CEC d strengthen community resilience in preparation for
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d provide leadership in, and opportunities for, wider
community engagement in climate action; and

. Deep canvassers 7 N | _ _ N | _
ey = - Ja% o we . will be the first of its kind in Canada future climate impacts and other challenges.
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. All photos taken by research team unless otherwise noted
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UK CEC Interviewing. This project was Inspired UK CE N £ Asset Mapping. A UBCV School of Community and
by the UK Climate Emergency Centres (CEC) .~ OCB:IOHS Regional Planning (SCARP) Studio Team of 4
Network with its more than 40 CECs. Theresa ¥, T - Masters in Community and Regional Planning |
PtearQen, dUBCO S-flL:tiOgS SfChOl%rU }1( CE%S ;\) ' Ztludenl\z‘j, hlzziedBjonZe;s-éacobssn, J?SOII7 Ekéund, fj
interviewed community leaders from S ol e A ea Mohamed an ndrew Yan, facilitated a =)
to learn from their eS;(periences. Their advice: - = '2“9' B || GES resilience-focused asset mapping workshop with 4
grow from available resources and spaces; - g 'Q “ “Te Y o community leaders representing 25 different =
governance and funding flexibility will help; act = .. ,Q'Q"?',y Sp— organizations on Nov 22, 2025. Key ideas included )
as a connector, not a duplicator, and start with W"'S, U ; ', 6' g,go})m V= o e the need for: accessible and relevant resources and
priority issues that are shared across - .',' v ‘9"3" Sy programming, emergency preparedness, and
socio-economic and political divides. v? ,P;;:g;;:?m 9::9% A5 connections across the community. The
map screenshot from https://climateemergencycentre.org.uk/cec-uk-network-2/ ' ',,,' 4 importance of youth Ieadership in organizing
Qa - p— /d, and motivating the community emerged as a key
finding.
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Deep “Every conversation, every story, ang
Solutions Canvass every piece of feedback left a mark on
Scholar 2 this plan. Vernon is fortunate to have

people who care this much - and so are
{ o L we.” - SCARP Studio Team
W Silverstar . ;
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Deep Canvassing. Blair Weber, UBCO ey 1 NN % N ey
. . i/ (éé?e:; W ety i Business g
Solutions Scholar 2, has been looking at what | 9 Vex;nQ _ne\:_|.ghb;{_ ”hocPds can CEC Visioning. The UBCV SCARP Studio team
community members are saying about climate I, pae | 3 so facilitated a CEC Visioni shop that
impacts, community resilience and the kind of ot 7% _ “El : o0 tdelfiated @ SIONING WOTKSIIOP Hhdt Was
CEC they would like to see in Vernon. Their T e : attended by more than 80 community membgrg on
ideas come from 155 dOOrStep conversations - ’r"gf | )T | 2 Feb 21, 2026. Ideas from the research activities
held by a team of over 35 volunteer Deep Sl - ree e | i e and the Asset Mapping workshop flowed into an
: : : T Open Space facilitation where participants were
E\ >
Canvassgrs trame_d by Liz Stewart, _Deep Nemo ),/ asked to prioritize suggestions on 8 topics: Naming
Canvassing Organizer. Some themes: climate | R s s Rin” ol W o » L
. . . SONTD /R Beach\y B 2 Mission™ e;” ------- N ¥ . . .
awareness is real and local; conversations shift === " N e AN (HEFET) Tty the CEC; Aiming for resilience; Priority issues;
perspectives; responsibility is shared but diffuse; Wateront )\ (" ofar L, touian Welcoming for all; Partnerships and resources;
and appetite for community connection is strong. / Space and place; ldeas for seli-funding; and
\o& P | i ~:¢ . . . ag
Over 50% of all households rated themselves =~ - Programming, services and activities.
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at 8+/10 level of support for a Vernon CEC. Sz L R 7 A All photos taken by research team
Map adapted from City of Vernon walking tour map

Thank You: to our funders: UBC’s Climate Solutions Research Collective, to the UBCO Sustainability students: Jordyn Sanche, Ria Kaeley, Muriel Kessler, as well as all other Deep Canvassers, facilitators, volunteers and participants in the
UBC’s Collaborative Research Mobility Award, Community Foundation of = Luca Grossi and Hamid Al-mahri; to our community partners Barry Dorval, Karine  research project. The Pls on this project were Dr. Maged Senbel, UBCV’s School of

the North Okanagan, and the City of Vernon’s Climate Department; Poznanski, Sierra Lammi, Kevin McCarty, Jo de Vries and Ryan Koelwyn; Community and Regional Planning (SCARP) and Dr. Mary Stockdale, UBCO’s
Institute for Community-Engaged Research (ICER).



